
 

 

 
Oklahoma Comprehensive Cancer Network (OCCN) Executive Team  

(ZOOM) Meeting 

July 08, 2021 

 
Attendance 

Alexis Burris, Andrea Rooks, Chantel Hartman, Heather Carter, Dr. Mark Doescher, Stephanie Pharr, Tia Yancey 

 

Welcome & Introductions 

New OCCN Members  

Andrea Rooks:   

 Dr. Ajay Jain, OU Health Sciences Center (recruited by Dr. William Dooley) 

 Lori George, Kaw Women’s Health (recruited by Jennifer Gingerich) 

 

Leadership 

May Executive Meeting Review 

Dr. Doescher: 

 Expanding membership and recruitment Statewide (important to not make it too cancer center-centric) 

 Increase State Cancer Control Plan focus  

 Re-engagement of OCCN members (although the month of July may not be the best attempt) 

 HPV vaccination opportunities; 

o May: In conjunction with Cherokee Nation, research proposal submitted to increase adolescent HPV 

vaccination using implementation science (to be reviewed in January 2022), one year National Institute 

of Health (NIH) opportunity to work with Native American partners 
o June: Proposal submitted Cherokee Nation Comp Cancer Control to increase Cancer Center collaboration 

(including OCCN), evidence based interventions, should see rapid turn-around (est Sept 2021) and 

possible future discussion for OCCN 

 Tableau Roll-Out (remains delayed due to Covid-19 response duties and technical issues) 

 OK State Tobacco Plan Presentation 

 George Washington Cancer Center (GW) Cancer Awareness Months and Social Media Toolkits 

Note: for more detailed information see previous meeting notes 

 

Strategic Planning 

June OCCN Meeting Workgroup Breakout Outcomes 

Cervical Cancer/HPV Vaccine Workgroup, Stephanie Pharr: 

 Current projects and supplements i.e., HPV opportunities (see above) 

 HPV Back On Track Series (4-6 webinars focusing on providers or parent/guardians) 

 Kashlie Olsen (OKPCA/OK HPV Roundtable/OCCN Member) to meet with steering committee to discuss 

possible roll-out for Fall 2021 



 

 

 Medicare expansion (Breast and Cervical program enrollment)  

 Potential HPV/Covid-19 Vaccination Event in Fall 2021  

 OCCN membership recruitment for Primary Care Provider and School Nurse 

 Accompanied Cristen Hartman (OSDH Immunization/OCCN Member) at HPV Campaign meeting  

 

HPV Campaign, Andrea Rooks: 

 Hosted an informal meeting with Stephanie Pharr, Cristen Hartman, and Jennifer Gingerich 

o Proposed strategy to target Oral Health Providers (absent of usual CEU incentive)  

o Strategy to compliment Workgroup, Stephenson Cancer Center, and OSDH Programs (Comp Cancer, 

Take Charge!, and Immunization Services) goals/objectives  

o Next meeting July 14th (If interested, send email request to join meetings) 

 Shared CDC “Can I Ask” and “How I Recommend” video series via OSDH Facebook  

 
Breast Cancer Workgroup, Heather Carter: 

 Increasing screening behaviors (decline since Covid-19)  

 Releasing Mobile Mammography Coach and adding events to calendar 

 Timeliness of care issue (pre-menopausal care with menstrual cycles) 

 Article Review “Prolonged Time from Diagnosis to Breast-Conserving Surgery…” (will share) 

 

Lung Cancer/Tobacco Cessation Workgroup, Chantel Hartman: 

 Submitted comment on behalf of the OCCN for the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 

Public Comment for Reconsideration of the National Coverage Determination for Lung Cancer Screening  

 Andrea Rooks will share) 

 Two major focus areas for this year; Increasing Access and Reducing Stigma 
o DeLynn Fudge, TSET/OCCN Member assisting with OUSCC patient input group to gain insight to better assist 

them when it comes to cancer overall and being an asset to those individuals (meeting scheduled next or 

following week) 

 CMS/LCS Public Comment, Andrea Rooks: 
o Congratulations to Chantel Hartman, Alexis Burris, and Dr. Doescher as this collaborative effort was the first of 

this year in regards to receiving recognition as the OCCN 

o Thank you to Tia Yancey for bringing this opportunity to our attention 

 CMS/LCS Public Comment, Dr. Doescher: 
o Shout-Out to Chantel and Alexis for letter development (leaving only light copy editing) 

o If supported by OCCN, it is important for the network to be involved at this level 

  
Colorectal Cancer Workgroup, Dr. Doescher: 

 Changes in the harmonization and Colorectal Cancer Screening Guidelines (ages 45-49 year olds now 

have category B recommendation, remains a category A for 50-75 years) 

 Need to be thinking how OCCN will approach this expansion and incorporate into the new plan (ACS 

already incorporates new age recommendation)  

 Health Care Plans and Provider Performance Evaluations may not be held to the new age group for a 

while (similar to Lung Cancer Screening guideline expansion), unsure of reportable timelines but should 

consider 

 Re-engagement/rejuvenation with the Oklahoma Colorectal Cancer Coalition and OCCN 



 

 

 Active grant funding to increase colorectal cancer screening with tribal entities 

 In Development;  
o Partnership with new OU Professor FIT Cards Testing with Mobile Mammography Units  

o Partnership with FQHC’s in Eastern and Southeastern Oklahoma (FIT Testing with mobile mammography and 

developing Smart Phone reminder add-ons) 

 Oklahoma is estimated as 45-46th worst in the Nation for Colorectal screening (BRFSS) 

 May address awareness strategies within Workgroup to target male population (mortality rates higher, 

present late stage diagnosis more, and screened less)  

 

Review of State and Tribal Cancer Control Plans 

 Cherokee Nation  Colorado  
o Expires in 2022 
o Reads like most (from stories to measures) 
o Good sources of data 
o Outlines goals and objectives 
o Some measurements not consistent 
o Not as public-centered/facing as it could be 
o Includes program staff members 
o Includes alcohol and tobacco 

o Expired in 2020 
o Outlines goals and objectives (some measures TBD) 
o Audience roles stated within intro and conclusion 
o Includes data by race and ethnicity 
o Includes environmental factors and clinical trials 
o Consistent format  
o Combines language with complimentary visuals 
o Expands Survivorship (Mental Health, etc.)   

 

Closing Discussion/Remarks                                                                                                                                                   

Dr. Doescher: 

 NCI goals include increasing clinical trials and addressing cancer survivorship across the spectrum 

(including mental health) 

 U.S. statistics show one of the leading chronic conditions has become Cancer Survivorship (est. 26 

million plus people who have had cancer in the U.S. by 2030, over 30 million by 2040 ) 

 People live longer with cancer now so it is becoming widely recognized that we need to do a better job 

addressing the needs of survivorship 

Andrea Rooks: 

 Workgroups to focus on updating Workgroup Smartsheet (attendance, meeting notes, tasks, etc.) 

 Stephanie U’Ren, OSDH Center Director resignation/departure  

 Will join Dr. Doescher to lead the CRC Workgroup until positions are filled 

 

Next Steps 

Andrea Rooks:  

 Cancer Plan Reviews: Tennessee and one other TBD  

 Invite ad-hoc committee members to November meeting 

 Next meeting scheduled September 9, 2021 (ZOOM) 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Adjourned  


